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Hurried with it to the fields, where hundreds of rice-stacks,
representing most of his invested capital, stood waiting for

transportation
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The obligation of mutual help in time of calamity or danger was the
most imperative all communal obligation. Everybody was required
to give immediate aid to the best of his or her ability. Even children

were not exempted to from duty.
Lafcadio Hearn, Gleaningsin Buddha Fields, 1997
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About certain laws-or, more correctly speaking,
customs havingall the force of laws, by which many
village communities were ruled in pre-Meiji times.
These customswere based upon the social experience
of ages.

Lafcadio Hearn, Gleaningsin Buddha Fields, 1897
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